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Hello children! 

This is a very special month. Does anybody know why it is special? It’s the time where we celebrate the birth of Jesus. Many of you will be looking forward to 25th December because you have already given your parents an extra-long list of all the things you would like them to buy. I am guessing here - some of you have added new mobile phones or the latest games console to your lists. When you open those presents on Christmas morning or afternoon please take a second thought to remember all those children all over the world who may not be having the traditional day such as yourselves. And those who will not be opening presents as their families cannot afford to buy the little extra gifts. I challenge you to continue with the ‘Fruits of the spirit’ (Galatians 5 v 22), and share with everyone you know. 
Well done to all the children for good attendance and behaviour this year. Keep it up!

[image: image3.jpg]


A special thanks to Patricia, Marilyn, Tania and Beth for your hard work this year. The children have not only grown in height, but in the knowledge of Christ, himself. 2012 will be a bigger and better year for us. We will make arrangements to meet up to discuss the year ahead.
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COMING EVENTS………
Dates for your diary


I found that apart from my personal prayer times, Wednesdays and during quarterly prayer with fasting, those schemes of the enemy are soon cancelled.  I realised that God allowed these experiences as a way of invigorating His plans and purposes for my life. 

Secondly, on the spiritual side of things, this fresh anointing brought further depth of thankfulness to my Heavenly Father, who is faithful in maintaining his responsibility in fathering me not only this year but  throughout the years of knowing him as my father- providing bread; water; divine counsel; protection and correction when I needed it. Talking to God daily in prayer; privately and openly; has been an amazing experience and it’s really great to find that he has my best will at heart.  He is dependable and can be recommended to everyone that is seeking to know the reason why they are here.

Thirdly, my soul is indeed refreshed and I do rejoice at the works that God is doing among His daughters of Zion, at the Church on the High Road.   I am especially happy and grateful to see the growth and maturity of many as they remained faithful and engaging in the things that build, equip and edify the body of Christ and in turn cause the un-churched to want what we are blessed with. Praise the Lord! 

Prayer for all of us is:  that we would all find that inner strength, courage and fortitude as we together prevail in prayer; fellowship and togetherness according to God’s Word. Also, that we would continue to grow in wisdom and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ whom we worship, ever learning, ever growing, ever achieving that others will come to know our Father who is in heaven. 

On the year ahead, God willing, by His grace, it is my desire to keep looking upward; looking outward; looking onward and forward. 

Thanks be to God for the anointing that will break every yoke and give us continuous victory in His Name (1Corinthians 15:57)

Wishing you all a God blessed time of Peace and Joy this Christmas Season! 

· I am thankful to God for his unconditional love.

This year has been an emotional roller coaster for me. This period of what I now know to be grief, was punctuated by times when God spoke to me through books and Christian friends.

The turning point came when I read a book called “ A grief observed” by C.S Lewis. In this book, CS Lewis wrote about his feelings after the death of his wife to cancer. He described exactly what I was feeling that I could not put into words. Most importantly, I saw that even through the despair I was feeling, God was carrying me through.  I was vulnerable emotionally and he was protecting me.  I heard yet again that I was redeemed, justified and made righteous by the blood of the lamb and that no matter what I was feeling, I was accepted and God knows what he is doing. I will never take those lessons for granted again.  Even though the healing process is still ongoing, I can say by his grace, I am through the worst and can see the light at the end of the tunnel. As Sister Martha always say...I’m keeping on, moving on.


· Three Things

Firstly, I personally took to heart the words that God declared to the church in (Psalm 92:10-14) at the start of the year to be most important. “You have lifted up my horn like that of a wild ox; I shall be anointed with fresh oil” verse10) without this anointing, one can do nothing of worth to God.

During the year there were some up and some downs- everything was not plain sailing. There were times of sadness, loneliness and yes stress in different shades at different times. There were doubts and there were fears; times of dangers toils and many sneers; but thanks be to God that prayers changes things.  What I discovered through-out this time has been for me; a time of looking inwards; shifting gears and getting rid of old ‘stuff’ to allow this new anointing to do its work of refreshing- not in an isolated sense but collectively; spirit; soul and body and in every other area that pertains to my life.

Making the Most of Christmas 2011
“Then the angel said to them “do not be afraid, for behold I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. “For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.” And this will be a sign to you: you will find the Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace goodwill to men” Luke 2:10-14

From the angel, God’s messenger, we learn how to make the most of Christmas:

Let’s make it a time for celebration 
"Good news … great joy!" Christmas is a time to celebrate all that God has given us and done for us. It's a time to set aside your problems and pressures for a moment and focus on God. If God wanted to communicate to birds, he would have become a bird. But he wanted to communicate to human beings, so he became like one of us and he came to Earth. Now we can know what God is like because Jesus told us. 

Of all the ways God could have come to Earth, he chose to came the same way every one of us did — by a birth. Why? Because he didn't want us to fear him, and no one is afraid of a baby! Christmas says God wants you to know him.

Let’s make it a time for salvation
“Your Savior was born ...” If we needed information, God would have sent an Educator. If we needed more government, God would have sent a Politician. But what we need most is salvation, so God sent us a Savior. What is “salvation”? It’s forgiveness for my past, and power to manage my present problems, and a guarantee for my future. But just like any gift, you must accept it in order to benefit from it. All lifeguards are taught that you can’t save people until they stop trying to save themselves. So we must stop trying to save ourselves and instead trust Jesus to be our Savior and Lord.

Let’s make it a time for reconciliation
“Let there be peace ...” Christmas is a time to seek to restore those broken or strained relationships. It’s a time to say “I’m sorry” “Will you forgive me?” It’s also a time to offer forgiveness to all those who have hurt you.

You make peace with God first, and then you receive the peace of God. Once you have that peace you’ll find it much easier to make peace with all other people. 

May the God of all comfort be with you and your family as you celebrate God’s wonderful gift.


And they overcame him by the Blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony

The Bible declares in Revelation 12:11, “And they overcame him by the Blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony”.  When God enables us to overcome a particular situation in our lives, it is important that we should make this known and give him the Glory, for it is not through our own strength which has enabled us to overcome, but through His Grace and his infinite Mercy.  Sharing our testimonies also serves as an encouragement to others who might be going through trials and feeling overwhelmed with the storms of life.  

Here is a selection of testimonies from some of the members of The Church on the High Road (COTHR).
· He is a covenant keeping God

This year has been very tough for me and my family. It has been so tough that I reached to the point of saying that God had abandoned me. I cried to God, prayed, fast and nothing was moving. I passed most of my night crying. I remember telling God that I was tired pretending to people that I was fine while I was not. Honestly, I had lost the meaning of Joy and peace.

One night God brought a song called “Covenant keeping God” to me through ‘You Tube’. The word of the song was so powerful; it was as if God was talking to me through the song. I have never heard that song before; but I could just feel the presence of God. 

Through it all, I have learnt to know that no matter how difficult life can be, no matter how hard the enemy try to tempt me, there is a God who created me; he knows my limitations, my ability and capability; whatever the storms I am in, I know that the God who created me knows me better than the devil who is tempting me. He is the greater than the greatest, mightier than the mightiest, stronger than the strongest and wiser than the wisest, and always faithful to his covenant. His name is God.

 
· Thanks be to God
Thanks be to God who looks beyond my faults and saw my needs and lead me into the Church on the High Road and planted my feet on the rock to stay.  The Lord has been my strength in this year of trials.  He provided shelter; He closed and opened doors.  In my distress, He comforted me and sent his Angels when I could have lost my mind.  He said, “be of good cheer for I never left your presence”.
Thank you Lord for your word that is true and full of hope; it strengthens me. Thank you Lord for the fasting which I enjoyed; the water I drank tasted like honey and barriers have already started to be broken.

Thank you Lord![image: image7.jpg]



CHILDREN SUNDAY SCHOOL








Christianna 





BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS








5th Dec                       Leah Graham


7th Dec		           Leanne Walker


11th Dec	           Sister Patricia Goodridge


13th Dec 	           Marcus Crawford


14th Dec                    Joyce Ntauga


14th Dec                     Ronel Fantjies


18th Dec	           Fatima 
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WORDS OF WISDOM


“If you don’t like the way you were born, try being born again” [Source: Unknown]











Senior Pastor Clifford Bedeau








May the peace and hope of Christ’s birth be with you now and in days ahead…





WEEKLY PROGRAMMES





Wednesdays


Bible studies


Prayer meeting (Church fasting)


7.00 pm – 9.00 pm





Last Friday of every month 


8.00 pm – midnight Half night of prayer





Sundays


Pre-prayer


10.30 – 11.00 am


Morning Service


11:00. am – 1.00 pm





Tuesdays


Coffee Morning


10.30 am – 12 noon





Christmas Dinner   


10th December 2011





Carol Service


18th December 2011





Christmas Day Service


25th December 2011





New Year’s Eve


31st December 2011





1st Sunday of the year Special Service


1st January 2012











Sister Elaine- in His service   





Sister Pauline 





CHRISTMAS MESSAGE








Pastor Clifford 





TESTIMONIES! TESTIMONIES! 





Fatima 





Sister Lynette 








